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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 8/24/04 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.3-15.17-20.22-24.26 and 27 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 06 July 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Notice of Allowance 

This is the Notice of Allowance for application number 09/899,862 Hanger Bar 
Assembly, filed on 7/6/01. Claims 1, 3-15, 17-20, 22-24, 26 and 27 are allowed. 


Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art of record does not show the first and second channel members 
including a plurality of longitudinally extending shims extending therefrom. The prior art 
also does not show the hanger bar assembly whereby a first channel member being 
longitudinally slidingly engeagable with a second channel member forming a 
longitudinally adjustable support bar, the first channel and the second channel having 
the same cross-sectional profiles. The prior art of record shows substantially similar 
cross-section profiles in that the channel members are the same shape, but does not 
show the same cross-sectional profile in that one channel member must be smaller than 
the other in order for them to slide together. In the present invention, the channel 
members are the same size. The prior art does not show wherein the first and 
the second channel members have a generally U-shaped cross-sectional profile, and 
the second channel member is inverted with respect to the first channel member. 


Conclusion 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Amy J. Sterling 
at telephone number 703-308-3271 . The examiner can normally be reached 
(M-F 8 a.m.-5:00 p.m.). If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Leslie Braun can be reached at 703-308-2156. The fax machine 
number for the Technology center is 703-872-9306 (formal amendments) or 
703-308-3519 (informal amendments/communications). Any inquiry of a general nature 
or relating to the status of this application should be directed to the Technology Center 
receptionist at 703-308-2168. - 



Amy J. Sterling 
9/9/04 



